
POST-WORLD WAR II GLOBALIZATION - U.S. CITIZENS 
LIVING OVERSEAS

STUDENT VERSION

Activity Items
The following items are part of this activity and appear at the end of this student version.

•	 Item 1: 1950 Census Form P5

•	 Item 2: Americans Overseas in U.S. Censuses

Student Learning Objective
•	 I will be able to describe changes in population data for Americans living overseas during the mid- to late 

20th century.
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A new approach to the 1950 Census was among the political responses to the changes in international relations 
and the rise of globalization after World War II. Prior to 1950, Americans living abroad were enumerated by the 
federal agency (military or civilian) that employed them — and as a result, not all Americans living overseas 
were counted. In 1950, U.S. citizens living abroad self-reported as part of the census.

Use Item 1: 1950 Census Form P5 and your background knowledge of the time period to answer the following 
questions and prompts.

1.	 Record several observations and questions about the item.

2.	 What historical events between 1940 and 1950 likely influenced the number of Americans living 
overseas?

3.	 Why do you think that the U.S. Census Bureau wanted to collect data on U.S. citizens living abroad in 
1950?

http://www.census.gov/schools
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4.	 Based on the options listed in the item, why were Americans living abroad in 1950? For what other 
reasons — not listed on the form — would Americans be living overseas at that time?

5.	 Create two questions that could have been added to the 1950 Census form to help the Census Bureau 
gain a better understanding of Americans living overseas at that time in history.

Use Item 2: Americans Overseas in U.S. Censuses and your background knowledge to answer the following 
questions and prompts.

6.	 Review Table 2: Americans Overseas by Type, 1830, 1840, and 1900–90. Between which two consecutive 
decades during the 20th century (1901–2000) did the Census Bureau see the largest increase in the total 
U.S. population abroad? What was going on during that time that may have caused the increase?

7.	 Still looking at Table 2, which specific sectors of the U.S. population living overseas grew during the time 
period you identified in question 6?

8.	 What was happening during this time period that might explain the growth of the sectors you identified in 
question 7?

http://www.census.gov/schools
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9.	 Dependents — those who rely on a family member for financial support (typically children) — made up 
a significant proportion of the U.S. population overseas in 1960. What types of services would this group 
have needed while living abroad? How do Census Bureau enumerations help make clear what services 
Americans need?

10.	Read the rest of the text in the item to learn about how the Census Bureau shifted its enumeration 
methods for U.S. citizens living overseas. Do you think it is important to count Americans overseas as part 
of the census, and do you think the method for counting members of that population matters? Explain.

Conclusion Question

Reviewing your previous answers in this activity, how do you think enumerations of Americans living overseas 
inform the United States of trends in globalization? Explain.

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 1: 1950 Census Form P5
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Item 2: Americans Overseas in U.S. Censuses

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: Americans Overseas in U.S. Censuses (Continued)
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Item 2: Americans Overseas in U.S. Censuses (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: Americans Overseas in U.S. Censuses (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools


CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS� HISTORY  |  PAGE 9

Item 2: Americans Overseas in U.S. Censuses (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: Americans Overseas in U.S. Censuses (Continued)

www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/overseas/techn62-1.pdf?cssp=SERP

To view the item online, click on the link above and go to pages 2–7 of the original document.
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